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New Words That Ring False

By MARTHA McCULEOCH-
- WILLIAMS, :
T is unlucky to have so fine a feeling
for words that the mishandling or
miscoinage thereof sets your tempers
teeth on edge, I am no purist—merely a
plain blunt person, loving English unde-
filed, henee ready and willing to raise
my voiee in protest against defilements.
Many of them are so pnnlmg, nof to say
recondite, it would require a burean of
scientifle word research to discover.their
reason for being, —

Is it a microbe or simply a brain mag-
got that afficts us with motivate!—the
whieh, it ig a safe bet, you will find in
moro than BRI the current seroeds dealing
with books or plays or even short stories,
Indeed the wordling is fairly epidemic.
Whosoever started it deserves ill of the
reading publie.

You gather from the context that it is
an idiotic corruption of the noun mofive
~ils original coiner doubtless felt that he

wus pulting & new and artless frill upon

expression. But making nouns over into
vorbs, or even participles, is ¢haney busi-
ness. Motived, onee seen, was bad enongh.
But molwauhugh !

Then there is' inirigued—another good
noun gone wrong, I know the word is
also an active verb with a deseriptive
tang; but why, in the name of the prophet,
wrest it violently from ils proper sense
either as noun or verb to give it a silly
significance wholly foreign to its rightful
one? I wonder what Great Personage
saw it first, and by foree of exampls made

HEY were lined up

at the frontier wait-

ing for the barrier to

drop thatthey might rush

in and choose their
homes.

Americans—everyone

of them — crowding in

.that anxious army

ized that the only une
peopled stretch of habit-
able country in.all the
‘nation lay ahead of them,
With a wild rush they
cross the Oklahoma bor.
‘der into “the promised
land” only to combat
with “sooners,” intrigue
and politics, Price $1.50.
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NEW NOVELS
it the fashion. Story folk are most plen- um nou By G“r‘e wcdcn :’ S0

tifully intrigued—now by a smile, now by
a sunset, again by a hint of seandal or
presage of ecalamity. To date, thongh, I
have crossed nobody in bookland intriguad
by the shop worn wiles of the German spy.

The usage is possibly a transplantation
from the Gallic—then all the more out of
place in our own fongue! I am not in-
hospitable to new words for which there
is room and need. But verbal crasy quilts
offend my ear,

A man who knew better, the late E, C,
Btedman, {ried out even a worse eoinage
than motivate, in writing of Cuba during
one of her periodie revolutions as “Our
virginized sister,” which appears {o be 2
ent above even poelie license, Virpinize
must mean, if anything, to make virgin.
How the miracle eould be wrought was
beyond my poor comprehension—yet
when T asked for light on the point the
answer was o and: “I wrote the
verses 50 long ago 1 had forgotten doing
tbﬂm n

The sex implication is “Gey ill to deal
wi' "—witness this quotation from a Bos-
ton bred authoress, regarding feminine
athleties: “What would our great grand-
mothers say if they saw the race of
New Women they had begotten?” (Italics
mine.)

There should be a verbal barrier for
gchooling sporting writers, It might pos-
sibly teach them several things—as that
there are at least nine ways of stating
things horsey insteady of the two or three
they so sadly overwork. Also and farther,
that after a colt is in the stud book, duly
and suthoritatively christened, ecourtesy
and grammar equally demand that the
animal, once ils name has been mentioned,
is properly entitled to wwho, not which,
To say: “Man ¢ War which &e.,” is
about equal to saying “King Ceorge,
which spoke,” or: “Gen, Pershing, which
led the parade.” When I see it in print
throughont the season memory harks back
to a truly rural region whose inhabitants
invarisbly answer “Which” to any per-
sonal interrogation. Whether they know
not who and what or regard them as too
fine for use, I cannot take it upon me to
say. “The colt which won” is a perfectly
good locution, but spare us such things
as: “Exterminator, which beat Billy
Kelly.”

Remember, & named racer is personifled,
hence entitled to who, the same as a
king or a general,

There are threa ways of setting forth a
racer’s breeding—two right, one elumsily
wrong. Just now the wrong way is all
the fashion. Witness this, which may be
duplicated in any sporling column:
“Mudlark, by Skylark and Mud Hen"—
which should read either Mudlark by
Skylark out of Mud Hen, or preferably
Mudlark the Bkylark-Mud Hen -eolt
The last is briefer, therefore better. Few
words and much telling is a golden rule—
if you are not out to kill space!

But why gird at the sport writers when
here is Yale's professor of English litera-
ture letting himself speak of eritics as
“hunting in couples.”” If he will borrow
the language of the hunting field, ho
ghould not mishandle it—should know
that eouple in this phrase never takes a
plural. It is properly s kennel phrase.
Hounds are trained to hunt in eouple so
that when the leader nips the quarry—
wolf, bear, boar or bull—his couple mate
will be at his shoulder, eagerly ready for
n stronger, deadlier hold. The light
cowple ehnins run from one eollar to an-
othier, Fox hounds rarely run in netual
couple, though trained to do it, partly to
keep young dogs from “running riot,"”
that is to say going off on hare scenl from
the true trail. But packs are reckoned in
couple—one, two, ten or {wenty, with
nover an s Used in this sense, couple
ranks with deer, sheep, swine or kine.

I dare mot even glance across the
morasses of dialect—such jack o' lanterns
dance through a-many pages. Bome good
day, space and strength permitting, I may
sny a few things about that uncasy sub-
jeet, and its ecirenmseribing eomplement,
loeal color, But they do nof belong here,

UBLICATION of The American
Army in the European Conflict,
written by Col. de Chambrun and Capt.
D. Marenches, has been announced.
HAW gaid to John Drinkwater (prob-
ably not apropos of the latier's
Abraham Lincoln “Sometimes we find o
play which is both a masterpiccs and &
potboiler,” Which nobody ean deny—es-
pecially not after reading Plays Pleasané
and Unpleasant,

mmmmmu"ﬁm mmlhlo whose charactars
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'nm BETRAYERS By Hamilton Drummond 5!90
The New York Tribune says: "Fmdaﬂck IL.'s quarrel with Pope Innoeent IV

is the background against which M s+ o4e WeEAYES A

that brings tothlint:miuthlg.md. mht.mtt{o%ﬂdlnn! Mocztgole!ﬂn.
« s« Gven mim le save
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Gl.t.hndnllt'l‘uﬂn." By the name author is

GREATER THAN THE GREATEST 5175
HAMILTON DRUMMOND describes not merely men and women whose
lives were shaped by the great events of their time, but the great events
themselves and the leaders whose conflicts made history.

5190

THE MAN WITH THE LAMP By Janet Laing

The Boston Transcripl declares that Miss Laing's people “are the stuff of which
life is 80 often, and stories, alus, 80 seldom, made.”

THE STREET OF ADVENTURE By Philip Gibbs §/.90

T'he Philadelphia Press calls it: *‘One of the finest transcripts from life in the
great fascinating mill of newspaper manufacture that has been written."”

THE HOMESTEAD Humphrey §/.90
The Piclorial Review prajses it as cere in its effort to et the emotional
or the soul within

meﬁmohvmn mhﬂ:hﬂfﬂmthuhulﬂt

her that has a right to breathe

SILVER AND GOLD Dane Coolidge §/.75
The San Franciaco Chronicle says: *“"Dane Coolidge, being a bred-in-the-bone
frontiersman, knows his ground with & th approached by very few

novelists of the Wost v s o B ntt.ling story and as good as a movie melo-

drama any evening.'”

THE SON OF P10 By C. L. Carlsen §/.75

The Chicago Herald thinks it: *“‘One of the most colorful, readable, likable
books of recent times the sort of book you like to have on your
shelves to oﬂur to the friend who is looking for something good to read.”

THE CRESCENT MOON By F. Brett Young §/75

mcd ouyc: “It gives you a pleasant, ereepy feelin
The ool! out among the year” ¥ mﬁtthmiuuw
strongly the inscrutable beart of Af

lmnce.
THE GAMESTERS By H. C. Bailey J§/.75
The New York Times calls it “‘a gay tale of adventure—rather a tale of many
ldmmru,o“bsmddmtkind. + « Through it all Eve remains as

lovely as she is daring.” By the same author is

THE HIGHWAYMAN By H. C. Bailey §/.75

As gallant and swinging a tale of conspiracies, partings, renunciations and love
trh.lmphmtumnekerofm&.;?wuld p

THE LITTLE DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM 3190
By Harry. Introduction by Jules Lemaitre

Russell Gore writes: “‘A book of subtlef ce, of intangible charm; . ,
tellsn wcmderﬂdly rich story of an

a book without ooslot complieation that ye
exotic childh a record of mmtim. of imagination, of adventure, and
of utranﬁu-perimm Frankly ll. is one of the most vivid and interesting
books I have read in many mon

THE SONG OF THE SIRENS By Edward Lucas White
Intensely vivid stories which reflect the pecaliar vigor of old Rome, the very
hfaoltmmcmtnricaputmmesththnlyumsmdmsway $1.90
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The Valley of Vision |j
“ A BOOK for the dreamer, the thinker, for the reader who delights ;")
in observing the spirit of lifs in its best manifestations. There is |
great need for such a sans and beautiful boek in times such as thess,” [
says the Bookman. I
One of the longest of these stories is a vislon of three unknown days 1:
in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. It belongs with *“The Story of the Other -
Wise Man" which has gone around the world. Another is an exquisite I
story of a vision of the Maid of Orleans that came to a simple French: Lf
fe Mustrated.  Cloth $1.50; leather $2.50 i
@ CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 2
FIFTH AVE. AT 482ST. NEW YORK U
T T O YO S A e 0 ot BRI 4
e _— = = —
The Rieht
Wer L Rghe Red and Black
o R TH s By GRACE 8. RICHMOND
LIBRARY  Manforthe Age
By IRVING BACHELLER
If you enjoy: fichon. hete's_your el
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